
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other techniques 

 
 

Mood 
Eerie/suspenseful/sinister – created 
by words/phrases such as “breath 

catches”, “claustrophobia”, 
“stumbling” 

  

 

 

 

 
Short Sentences 

“A sound doesn’t fit” 
“I sit up” 
“Silence.” 

 

 
 
 

Metaphor 
“Claustrophobia of the night” 

 

 

 

 
Simile 

“As if I am hearing it through 
water” 

 
 

 

Personification 
“The shadows seemed to shoo 

me back” 

 

 

DESCRIBE 
multistructural 

How the writer uses 
language features to help 
the reader to understand 

the girl’s feelings 

 

AS90851 Question: Describe how the writer uses language features to help the reader to understand the girl’s 
feelings 
 
 

 

 

 

EXPLAIN 
relational 

It is used to show us that 
the girl is feeling trapped 

and frightened in the 
dark because the fear is 

closing in on her like 
being claustrophobic. 

 
 

 

 

 

GENERALISE 
extended abstract 
PURPOSE AND EFFECT  
Anna MacKenzie used this 
metaphor to create a sense of 
unease and suspense. She 
wanted us to fear for the safety 
of the main character.  

 

 

 

Make a generalisation about how the author has combined techniques effectively to help us understand the girl’s feelings: 

EXPLAIN 
How and why technique is used to… 

 
 

E.g. It is used to …. because … 

 

GENERALISE about  
PURPOSE AND EFFECT 

Author’s purpose in using the technique is …  
The effect/contribution of the technique in the 

text as a whole is... 
 

E.g. The author used…to (effectively communicate) that… 

intention because …  

 

 

IDENTIFY  
 

Identify technique that …           
and provide an example 


