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Learning 

outcomes 

show 

uncon-

nected 

infor-

mation, no 

organisa-

tion.  

Learning 

outcomes 

show 

simple 

connec-

tions but 

im-

portance 

not noted.  

Learning outcomes 

show connections 

are made, but signifi-

cance to overall 

meaning is missing.  

Learning outcomes 

show full connec-

tions made, and 

synthesis of parts to 

the overall meaning.  

Learning outcomes go 

beyond subject and makes 

links to other concepts – 

generalises. 



 

 

Unistructural Define, identify, name, draw, find, label, match 

Multistructural Describe, list, outline, follow a procedure 

Relational Sequence, classify, compare and contrast, explain causes, 
explain effects, analyse, make an analogy, organise, distin-
guish, interview, question   

Extended  
Abstract 

Generalise, predict, evaluate, reflect, hypothesise, create, 
prove, plan, justify, argue, compose, prioritise, design, con-
struct, perform 
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The most powerful model 
for understanding these 
three levels and integrating 
them into learning 
intentions and success 
criteria is the SOLO 
(structure of observed 
learning outcome) model 
developed by Biggs and 
Collis (1982). 

Hattie 2012 p54
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SOLO Taxonomy
Biggs and Collis 1982

Biggs, J.B., and Collis, K.F. 

(1982) Evaluating the 

Quality of Learning-the 

SOLO Taxonomy (1st ed) 

New York: Academic Press.

Define

Identify

Do simple 

procedure

Define

Describe

List

Do algorithm

Combine

Formulate questions

Compare/contrast

Explain causes

Sequence

Classify

Analyse -part/whole

Relate

Analogy

Apply

Evaluate

Theorise

Generalise

Predict

Create

Imagine

Hypothesise

Reflect
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SOLO based approaches and 

effective strategies
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SOLO based teaching & learning strategies

SOLO Stations

Make your own success criteria

Improving an existing answer

The “quote, context, significance, wrap-up” strategy

Concept mapping hexagons SOLO hot potato

Close reading
SOLO noughts and crosses

See-think-wonder (visible thinking routine)
Literature circles

“Write your own test paper and model answers”

What makes you say that? (visible thinking routine)

HOT mapping and self-assessment rubrics
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What am I doing?

How well is it going?

What should I do 
next?



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

© HookED Pam Hook, 2012. All rights reserved.

© HookED Pam Hook, 2012. All rights reserved.

Effective strategy
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