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Summarising: what happens in a text. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    

Summarising what 
happens in a text. 

I need help to 
summarise what 
happens in a text. 
 
[retells main ideas, 
important events in 
correct order] 

I can summarise what 
happens in the text if 
prompted. 
 
 

I can summarise what 
happens in the text and 

if necessary elaborate on 
what happens BUT I am 
not sure. 

I can summarise what 
happens in the text  

 

I can back up/justify my 
summary with reasons. 

I can summarise what 
happens in the text  

 
I can back up my reasons 
with evidence from the 
text.  
 
I can back up my reasons 
with evidence from 
between and outside texts.  

What this looks like 
 

     

Student example. 
 

 “Overall I think” “by this I mean”   

Effective Strategies 
[insert strategies 
suggested by students 
and teachers] 

   “because” ‘Overall I think … 
because … because …” 

 

 
 

 


